TILTON CONSERVATION COMMISSION
MAY 17, 2010

MINUTES

Members present: Chuck Mitchell, Ben Wadleigh, Jon Scanlon, Kathi Mitchell, Paul Rushlow, Sukie Clark and Bob Hardy.  

Minutes:  Kathi Mitchell moved, seconded by Ben Wadleigh to accept the minutes of April 19, 2010 as read.  Motion passed.

R22 Lot 30:  Sandy Plessner presented maps and photos of this lot which  belongs to the town.  An abutter has constructed his driveway and a retaining wall on the town’s lot.  The lot is 80-90% under water.  The Selectmen are considering selling the lot to the abutter who has intruded upon the lot with the requirement that the two lots be merged and that no building would be allowed on lot R22 Lot 30.   

Chuck Mitchell added that if the abutter purchases the property, he would need to file an after the fact wetlands permit.  If he does not buy it, then he will be required to file a wetlands permit to remove his intrusion onto the town land.   Chuck also stated that the Conservation Commission has planned to file a wetlands complaint relative to the abutter’s filling in of wetlands.
Katherine Dawson asked if DES would allow a new owner to drain the land and build on the lot.  Chuck replied that it is currently a wetlands and not a buildable lot but the town could put a simple easement within the deed stating that it is not a buildable lot.  

The Commission will discuss this issue and send a recommendation to the Selectmen.

Jasen Stock:  Jasen Stock presented his proposed conservation easement which is intended for conservation and management of the property as agriculture and forest lands.  Members carefully reviewed the easement, suggested changes, additions and subtractions.  One concern was the potential for future agricultural activities such as maple sugaring, green house or farm animals and the ability to construct appropriate structures for these activities.  Also, the document stated that the public would not be allowed on the property.  It was suggested that the document read that the property “may” be posted rather than limit the use completely.  The easement wording relative to handling any abuses/misuses of the easement property needs to be refined so that it is clear that arbitration happens first before going to court.
Chuck Mitchell will inquire whether the Commission can sign and accept the easement or if the Selectmen are required to do it.  Jasen Stock will make the suggested changes to the easement document and return to the next meeting June 21, 2010.

After discussion relative to the amount to be required for the Conservation Easement Monitoring Fund, Bob Hardy moved, seconded by Sukie Clark to require a payment of $625.00 for the Jasen Stock Conservation Easement.  Motion passed.

R22 Lot 30 revisited:  Members discussed whether placing an easement on this property would be enforceable if the land is sold.  If someone other than the abutter purchases the property Mr. Levasseur’s driveway and retaining wall will have to be removed.  Bob Hardy felt that an easement on the property would be expensive and difficult to enforce.  The issue of the current wetlands violation and intrusion on town land should be addressed regardless of whether the lot is sold.  After much discussion it was decided to send a letter to the Selectmen stating that the CC plans to file a wetlands complaint to DES, that the Commission has no recommendation for a conservation easement on the property but if the Selectmen want to sell it with restrictions that is acceptable.
Old Mill Property:   A letter from Fidelity Title Insurance states that they are planning to conduct an additional title search.  A letter will be sent to Fidelity recommending that they contact Paul Darbyshire.
Other:  A conceptual plan is to be presented to the Planning Board for storage units at “Ernie’s Used Car” lot next to the Old mill property.
Bob Hardy thanked Chuck and Kathi Mitchell for their help working on trails at Buffalo Park.

Correspondence:

· LRPC meeting June 28

· DES – Robert Leigh – shoreland permit

· Cumberland Farms gas leak report

· DOT – road work planned on Route 132

Meeting adjourned at 9:20 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Eliza Conde, Secretary
Tilton Conservation Commission
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