
Special Meeting 
Northfield, Sanbornton, and Tilton Conservation Commissions
Second Floor Meeting Room
October 20, 2025
MINUTES
Present: Karen Bourdeau, Jim Cropsey, Brad Crosby, Helen Hanks, Bob Hardy, Eli Herman, Brian LaRoche, Chuck Mitchell, Kathi Mitchell, Ken Norton, David Perry, Tony Pucci, Paul Rushlow, and Bob Silvia.
The chair opened the meeting at 6:00 PM
1. Boat Ramp: There was a question about the milfoil infestation at the boat ramp near the hotel on Route 140 and how to work together to begin to address the problem.
2. Wildlife Corridors: The value of wildlife and maintaining habitat were discussed. It is important to identify areas in the communities. Mapping, winter tracking, NH Fish & Game maps are important. The use of GPS points and ground truthing was mentioned. The importance of communicating with the Planning Board was stressed. Land acquisition across town lines is listed under Optional Powers RSA 36-A:4a and is another strategy for protecting lands.
3. Preservation and Conservation Easements: There was a discussion about increased traffic on Route 3 and its impact on wildlife corridors. The question is how to prioritize areas for conservation. Mapping overlays for agriculture, wetlands, and aquifers were mentioned. GIS mapping is another tool. The Belknap County Conservation District is a good resource, as is the NH Association of Conservation Commissions.
4. State Zoning Laws: Participants reviewed some of the changes the state legislature has made which will impact local communities. 
5. Mapping and Software: Suggestions from above (#2 and 3).

6. Legal Counsel: Contact information was provided.

7. Other: 
a) The status of the NH DOT plans for replacing the guardrails along Route 3/11 was discussed. This proposed project could impact all three towns. Chuck Mitchell said he would check with town and state officials.
b) A copy of an easement monitoring form was provided to the Tilton Conservation Commission.
The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 pm.
Respectfully submitted by Kathi Mitchell
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