
Meeting 
Tilton Conservation Commission
Riverfront Park Pavilion
August 18, 2025
MINUTES
Present: Chuck Mitchell, Bob Hardy, Jim Cropsey, Ken Norton, Paul Rushlow, Jon Scanlon, and Kathi Mitchell
The chair opened the meeting at 7:02 PM
1. Jim Cropsey – Wood in Stream Project: Jim presented information about an expedited minimum impact application to NH DES to create a habitat for brook trout using woody debris. There will be two screens with fifteen pieces of wood in the stream that will slow down the water. Trout unlimited, NH Fish & Game, and the Belknap County Conservation District have provided input for the project. Jim answered questions from the commissioners. Kathi made a motion to support the project and to have the chair sign the NH DES application. Jon seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
2. Minutes: Bob made a motion to accept the July minutes as presented. Ken seconded the motion, and the minutes were accepted.
3. Old Business:
a) Salmon Run – Dylan McGuffin cleared brush along the river at Salmon Run last week. He suggested working together hand clearing the brush where the old dam was located with conservation commission members assisting. Bob mentioned that recreation program at the high school might have some students who could be involved. The chair said he would contact Dylan to see if he could attend next month’s meeting. Chuck spoke to Kevin Duval about the brush along the river along the Route 3 fenced area. The secretary was tasked with posting information about the clearing on Facebook. 
The Tilton Historical Society will be supplying wildflower seeds at an upcoming presentation. Jon will check with the Society to see if he can obtain some for Salmon Run. Jon also has been collecting shasta daisy seeds to plant this fall.
Bob made a motion to pay Dylan McGuffin $1000 for his contracted work at Salmon Run clearing brush along the river. Ken seconded the motion and all were in favor.
b) WRTA – Trees were downed by a recent windstorm at the edge of Salmon Run along the trail. Ken did some work to clear the trail. Scott Hilliard contacted the owner about trees that were overhanging, and that has been resolved. The recent tractor trailer accident demolished fencing along the trail near Exit 20 which will need to be replaced. The rest of the trail seems to be ok.
The Tastes of the Trails will be held on October 9 at the Elks Club in Franklin. 
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Members are encouraged to provide items for the auction which supports the work of WRTA.
c) Cyr Family Trust Permit by Notification – The members had questions about the dock that is being requested and felt that the pictures did not provide adequate information. Bob made a motion, seconded by Paul, to not sign the document because there were too many questions. The commission would need to talk with the applicant to get a better understanding of the project before the commission would sign the permit application and agree to not intervene. The motion was approved.
4. New Business:
a) Policy for Expedited Applications – The commission has had a policy for over two years for signing any expedited document for NH DES. The policy details the steps that an applicant must take if they want a TCC signature. The town clerk has copies of the policy for any applicant who requests the signature of the Tilton Conservation Commission. Jon made a motion, seconded by Bob, to amend the title of the document to include all expedited documents and to request that the applicant provide email and phone information so the TCC can contact them directly if there are any questions or concerns. All were in favor.
b) Barnard property on Lancaster Hill Road – They are proposing screening in a brook to encourage wildlife habitat. They have prepared an expedited permit for NH DES, but they are not requesting a signature from the TCC.
5. Correspondence: 
a) Cyr Family Trust – 22 Murphy Lane dock permit
b) NH DES File # 2025-02085 expedited minimum impact – Cynthia Barnard 
    270 Lancaster Hill Road
c) NH DES File # 2025-02145 expedited minimum impact -James Cropsey 
    376 Sanborn Road

6. Other:
1) Jon attended the Winnisquam Watershed Network Summer Social/ Fundraiser where he met a number of people involved with protecting NH lakes. 
2) The joint meeting with conservation commissions from Northfield and Sanbornton is scheduled for October 20 at 6:00 PM at the second floor meeting room with the regular meeting starting at 7:00. Refreshments will be provided.

Paul made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:56 PM and all were in favor.
Respectfully submitted by Kathi Mitchell
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